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The 27th Japan America Grassroots Summit 2017 in Nara

“The 27th Japan America Grassroots Summit 2017 in Nara” was held from
Tuesday June 27th, 2017 until Monday July 3rd at 9 different cities, towns
and villages in Nara prefecture, organized by Grassroots Summit Executive
Committee, CIE, and CIE-US.

109 participants from the U.S. were greeted by host families and volunteers,
and experienced their warm hospitality during an enriching week in Nara,
where the elegance of an ancient Japanese capital intertwines with the
beauty of nature.

Summit Schedule

June 26 (Mon)  Participants leave from various parts of the US
[ In- flight night ]
June 27 (Tue)  Arrive at Itami Airport via Narita

Move by bus to hotel [ Stay at Nara Royal Hotel ]

June 28 (Wed) Morning to afternoon:
Participate in optional local tours (4 courses)
Afternoon: Visit Todai-ji Temple
Opening Ceremony at Todai-ji Kinsho Hall and
Welcome Reception at Nara Royal Hotel

[ Stay at Nara Royal Hotel ]

June 29 (Thu)  Morning: Visit “baby deers” at Deer Garden,
and leave for Local Sessions

Local Sessions begin [ Home-stay ]

June 30 (Fri)

July 1 (Sat)

Local Sessions all day [ Home-stay ]

Local Sessions all day, or spend the day with host family
[ Home-stay ]
July 2 (Sun) Afternoon: Accompany host family to Nara Kasugano
International Forum “I-Ra-Ka”
Closing Ceremony at the Noh Theater Hall
Farewell Party in the Japanese garden of “I-Ra-Ka”
[ Stay at Hotel Nikko Nara ]
July 3 (Mon) Morning: Leave Nara to Itami Airport and return to the U.S.
via Narita Airport.

Or leave for the Post Summit Optional Program

RKESMEH
FAUADoDSNE 109%
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NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS
Participants from United States:
109 people
+ Opening Ceremony and Reception :

220 participants (including 109 from the US)

+ Host family : 332 people (in 83 homes)

« Volunteers and participants in events
duringthe Local Sessions : 250 people

+ Closing Ceremony & Reception : 350 people

Total Number of Participants :
approx.1,000 people
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BAEORZRYIVIRRARRTEERELE

List of Nara Grassroots Summit Executive Committee Members

B SREAE RAES Shogo Arai £ B BEBHF—/ VY AN Qﬁ'kk;  sdino
B M ZRTR A Gen Nakagawa %= B LEEBIF—/N—Y AR F— Yoichi Ogimoto
2 K ZRAXBRR JEAIR 28 Koukei Kitakawara % B RRMECHEERER S IEfE Masanori Imanaka
&l ERMEHARR & 83k Masahiro Inui % B BERTENBERRE #RA Hisato Hosokawa
Ell EREFREMERR il Arata Nishida £ B  HHDTBERESOCURR RE1E Satoru Kurata
RTEER BREATODE-YaVER e = Atsushi Yamanaka Z 8 mHTEISEBRER KHE Isamu Ohta
%z A8 ZEREXBREER Ele s il Kanji Kitamura % B FRem R LEGRE INEF HER] Masaji Ono
% B8 RBRHF—N—-V> 1ESF T Sumiko Sano £ 8 WREEFSOCYUBERRR ER BT Yoko Satani
% B8 ZRHBFF+—/N\—V > R EM Masayoshi Kariya % B EWRAMIIERR )l ¥ Hiroshi Nakagawa
% B8 BRhF—/\—V > b L Kuniko Sasaki % B8 [S1GIEISIQE 3= HHRE Muneyoshi Yoshida
= B8 FhemF—/—v > 7% =W Yoshiaki Kitamori % B8 BRENEE D VERE B EiE Yoshinori Urano
% B BHRET+—/\—v > A 7 Noboru Okamoto % B REZ 21—V — U ALIBHEREBERIE THIEH Masatoshi Shimoda
% B8 BRNF—/N—V ARABIEA Masahito Kiji % B8 (= EREEY 42— 1—O—FHEE JIAS ZRIE Yasumasa Kawamura
Z 8 BEETF—/—Y > AR =AF Miyoko Akemi % B (A1) ZRRTEAREEBRR (L f#55  Shinji Yamada
-~ . . . .
E5H HEORY Iy FRAES Fifth Grassroots Summit Alumni Meeting
BATCEORY Iy IRHESINIBICIE. BEDTFXYHEE Whenever a Grassroots Summit is held in Japan, “Grassroots
SyMIBEILSIMLIZAELO0B - OGARNEL-TES [ED Summit Alumni Meeting” is always held at same time as the
RYIvrRABRE| . -T2 T ICEbETESNTVWET, F0O Opening event, where the Japanese participants of the past
AR4y. SETS5EE, EMHD43ZDOB OGASRIZEN Grassroots Summits held in the U.S. gather. This year, 43 former
L7, participants from all over Japan congregated in Nara to attend
6B27TEDAANIZEAINTI-TREL]| Tl 20D EBEZEL the 5th alumni meeting.
BUPDHEABIRMINELT, FO—DF. 1967 FEICNETFLE At the social gathering in the evening of June 27th, two
(R-FLEEA) CHEIN-VaY BRI E BN T 2453 ELE, interesting opportunities for learning were also provided. One of
KAEEERAT. —a— Ny ETr— RIBEEYE. AT, +1E them was a special TV program introducing John Manjiro,
AN 7 N —_ N ~ ~

originally broadcasted in 1967 on NET TV (currently TV Asahi).
The broadcast connected four places of New Bedford Whaling

BT ZLTREORS DA ZHER BRELTEEBHG
ATAFFMO [ENEBYa—], COMETA VLD U%E
IRZZCIEFZEL’BN. 74 VLD —HeHELELT,
HI—DE. FRBOFHRTAVFEMEMRR. ZLTRATF
EHRREEFOTFHMEBROETHHIFMZEFRICLHLE
EMIcETeMmAETLI.

BH(28H). —TRFZXVDDbDSMEFLLDICO—HI - YTF—L
F=T=VIRA - BDLLTavicdbSil,. RREFZV, Btz
HLG2A3HERRTHBILELI,

Museum, Hawaii, Tosashimizu City and the TV studio in Tokyo,
all at the same time. The other special learning opportunity about
Buddhist Art was presented by Mihoko Hiraoka, a descendant of
Manjiro and a researcher of Indian Art History as well as a wife of
Todai-ji Temple monk.

On the next day (28th), the alumni participants joined the U.S.
participants in a Local Tour, Opening Ceremony and Welcome
Reception. They spent their three days and two nights in Nara
enjoying interacting, learning, and touring.

‘ VF“M\K%%

Summlt Alumni Executives

& RIFUESR
Chairperson: Yoshie Nakayama

BaRk: AESDHE

Vice-chairperson: Shinobu Uogishi LA CIE SR AR HREBOUWH T « Vb % BH FREBFH FHEFHi £ 3R
. [ _ Juniji Kitadai,CIE Council Appreciating a treasured film about  Lecture by Mihoko Hiraoka,
BER: FER MSXRE. AR member, giving a commentary Manjiro TV program a descendant of Manjiro

Secretaries: Kiyoshi Hirata, Miki Odaka, Futaba Murai  on the old TV program



The 27th Japan America Grassroots Summit 2017 in Nara

#RICRHE! ARRIVING IN NARA

FAYDEMHOHFELIZSINE . 2FICHNTHRERETRRFH/EE~, ZZ00FEABNRTREMBTD
REOAVIVKRTVICED WD, RTIVICEE—[EEFREKE, BE_MEIKEIE, PLRNAIKOKFTT

I |
LIS, ENTHF v /A Y BICHATUNBOBRERLALSEME S D 21E5TT, s - e
. . . . . R . Welcome to Narayy-
Participants who left various places in the U.S. boarded two different planes and arrived in Osaka Itami Airport via el Tle 27th dapan-America, o
rassroots anmplii Nara 2;17

Narita. A chartered bus then took the participants to their lodging, Nara Royal Hotel. They looked rather weary, but
after they finished checking in, many of them enjoyed a dip in the onsen hot springs associated with the hotel.

d:i/b'c:;t/x‘f-'&fStf"cﬁﬂJ

O—hJb «>)7— LOCAL TOURS

NBEBHICE. BEALEDSNEEZADDAT Y3t - O—HIb « YP—ICHDNTSI. RED
HRICEZFPFRICINZ. TEE. BERER. 25HADBTOIVFHRE ELWHEFABIL, 1—R0D
RRICRRFICEVELT
The day after their arrival in Nara, most participants joined one of the four optional Local Tours.
In addition to visiting world famous temples of Nara, the participants enjoyed touring a sake
brewery, Japanese garden, lunch in the So-men (noodle) Village, etc.

. -dera
Fukushima Students g

F7

EBESLEAALT—R KE. %

AL, REEEE. EOIEI—R *® REIFSAT Iz,
The tour of Horyu-ji Temple The tour of O-miwa Shrine, HFHA#HI—X
and Kasuga Taisha Shrine Sake Brewery and Men-Yu-Kan The tour of Isuien Garden,

Nara Okuyama Driveway,
Kasuga Taisha Shrine

A—T UM @ /KF
OPENING CEREMONY @ TODAI-JI TEMPLE

ATV RBERBERATF, RBICKILIS. SMELRBAMPARILE RS,
FHRIFGHrODABIFEARD [£EREE] THESNEL,
The Opening Ceremony was held at Todai-ji Temple. Before the ceremony, the

participants were invited to tour the Nandai-mon Gate and the Great Buddha. The
Ceremony at 3pm was held at Kinsho Hall, located on temple grounds.

ﬁiﬁ_ﬂ D f@}%‘ Welcome Speech EE:%": }ﬁ%‘;‘ Guest Speakers

A6 R A HHEX ZREBXBR =53 TIN SAIEFHEE CIEEER FLy e TJY—=2nN—=2 I¥a— - RY—
AERETEERR Yasufumi Morita REMH AR FHBR Masaharu Kohno BEARBR - # P KEMESR RY—REFHR

Y72 PN = H : . . .
BRBRER RAFRE gg;?fg?ﬁgiﬂg;ﬁ;ﬂ Umemori Yoshihiro ) Chairman of CIE Allen Greenburg Matthew Perry
Koukei Kitakawara G ‘ Director General of Tourism Consul General of the U.S. A descendant of
Chairperson of the Summit overnmen and Economic Department, Consulate of Osaka/Kobe ~ Commodore Perry
Executive Committee, Nara City
Abbot Emeritus of Todai-jiTemple
BREBEMREFRICLDRE LHIRE ORI BRAZK FrovsAcsm) DB

Globe Exchange between Descendants of Manjiro and the Captain Whitfield

= AT )
A g - bl o A_A - * 1B )
PER YarBREBFH A3y bk« KAy FTa—IVE HUIBERERAY F7A—IVFRICEBIIREDZM  Introduction of Katsurao Junior High School students from Fukushima
Kyo Hakahama, RAy b T4—VEMEFHR £ Zayk s FAybT4—vE A RIS

A descendant of John Manjiro  geott whitfield, The Globe Exchange between
A descendant of Nakahama and Whitfield families
Captain Whitfield Left: Scott Whitfield Right: Tomoyasu Nakamura
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HiF A RIL DS INTRODUCING LOCAL SESSIONS

HXETE BAPOWEDMEXBROF— -V 0, BHEET
5B DODPBRBNLHOELT,

At the Ceremony, Key Persons from each Local Session introduced the

contents of their programs which begin the next day.

E=Rh
Nara City

BESHT

Ikaruga Town

IR EHh

Koryo Town  Sakurai City . SEN
=/5Th Soni
LV Kashihara City Uda City  village

EHNT mﬁﬁ {RFRIER KREA BWH
Sumiko Sano, Nara City RRIVYESIYT « 73— Masahito Kiji, Soni Village
Masayoshi Kariya,
Nara Friendship Force

BHEN
Syl Asuka Village
Takatori Town

BB Fheh ANERAH B
Yoshiaki Kitamori, Uda City ~ Konishi Munehide,
Sakurai City

A ( -/ o I : A3 . B ! 3
THIES BEEN L RBF BERET KA — [LBEET AR BHGET EHEE RRARITRESK
Masatoshi Shimoda, Kuniko Sasaki, Yoichi Ogimoto, Koryo Town Noboru Okamoto, Shigeyoshi Asada,
Asuka Village Kashihara City Ikaruga Town Unebi High School

LT ar @ ZKROAVI « BTN
WELCOME RECEPTION @ NARA ROYAL HOTEL

KB BAEEROAYIL « RTFIVICBL. FE6EE2 580
L7 yavpfESnEL., RBRRBEOBRE DR, Ya—I7M
A=Y« ETEHSLTOMODACHIA =Y 7F 7 OXETS ML
BRELN. ARIE - NEEBICETI2ALILRTILEYTF—Vars
BE. SBIoAFEREZFELI:, Z0%. RREOARFYS h | : il | 4
79— [BAESA] BT VATRGERD EIFELT., SIEDSIE. 9:4‘/‘/-/\5‘/F BOEHCEESCLs HEORE HhECADT VR

SEEOBTHELICRNIB 4D R BI- TS5 iT600. BEQES iéﬁgﬁﬂkﬁt&é ii:::j;y%)ﬂ Koto performance  Dance by Sento-kun
HEEELAHELT, Jason Hyland, CIE Board member [ =

Charge d'Affaires ad Toshiaki Taguchi F _&
After the Ceremony, the participants moved to Nara Royal Hotel for the interim of the U.S. in Japan

Welcome Reception. Following a welcome greeting and guest speeches,

high school students from Macon-Bibb County of Georgia made a
brilliant presentation on civil and human rights movement. They were
sponsored by the TOMODACHI Initiative. They received a big applause
from the audience. Then, “Sento-kun” or the official character of Nara

prefecture came to dance and liven up the atmosphere.

“ R BkRoRzRY S

2740 SapaneAmetics G

o |~ ztm aaxg

[A=FIN
RRTBABRERICLS
FRRE

Masahiro Inui,

Chair of Nara City

Tourist Association

g;hgzﬁ’vt/

of Macon- _Bibb County of GA

x—ay - ETED m’&
Presentation by HS students
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WEARSE — A—LATA - TOJS L
LOCAL SESSIONS - HOMESTAY PROGRAM

68290, SMEZRRRRED [EIE] T £FNTEDLRVEDOFRLR AT RZLIE, TAZThOBESBRICHRE, 2BRE
BONATA b, BLDXRR. £723HOR—LRTAEBL T, A AL TROEERCXICMN, RROAEOEFEHKLDD.!
HLOKRBEBEAELT,
On June 29th, the participants visited Roku-en of Nara Park to meet new born baby deer, and then left for their respective Local Session
areas. The Local Session is the highlight of the Grassroots Summit. Participants formed new friendships through the various cultural
exchanges, three nights of homestay, learning about the history and culture specific to the old capital, and also through the experience of
spending a few days of daily life as a Nara resident

FAYUAD DS INEALK 9%
Number of U.S. participants: 9

Zs
R

Nara City

o ST IC & 5SS
o HDBY L U

® I7 D #K
o 4 [=IHER] RZ

® Kotsuzumi (small drum) tutored by a Noh player
® Experienced playing with old time traditional toys
® Origami

® \/isited Yagyu “House of Miura”

FAUHDEDSMEAE 84

%E TLURIYT « Th—2R . | Number of.Ui participants: 8
Nara Friendship Force j R
o THIZF HFHIR. REMERELERFE
eibEbEHE
e EEBETH &
o HAXLAER (BF. BN T HEE)
® V/isited Gango-ji Templ, Yoshida Kaya (mosquito net),

and Town of Nara Museum, etc.
® Toured Nara-machi

® Sake tasting at Harushika sake brewery

® Experienced Japanese culture (Calligraphy, kimono wearing, etc.)
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FAUDBEOSIEAE Q4
%ﬁ*\j ‘ Number of U.S. participants: 9

Soni Village
® 5 NAEDINE
EE
o i O & fhER
o TR OWT LR

® Harvested spinach
® Experienced Pottery
® Experienced traditional mochi rice cake pounding

® Watched a Shishi-mai (lion dance) show

FrUhHE0SMEAL 134
. N ]
_]-_Iﬁ'_}'l_-ﬁ , : Number of U.S. participants: 13

Uda City

® X D X {FER

® [ (A BR

o it TIEEFE
o EiHERS

® Experienced Kiri-e (paper cutout art)
® Experienced Zazen meditation
® Learned Japanese manners at a shrine

® Toured a shoyu (soy sauce) shop

FAUDHEDSINEAE 84

fif #I—_ﬁ Number of U.S. participants: 8
Sakurai City =8 '

® Z5&ABERER

o EMTIHZERT

¢ STEETH &H

e Lo RLEDHMMAEERAIRRZS

® Experienced making so-men noodles

® Toured a flour factory

® Sake tasting at Imanishi sake brewery

® Visited NARA Agriculture and Food International College
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FAYUADEDEINEAE 64
I%:IHQH]]- - br U.S. participants: 6
Takatori Town
o HRAIRE (A5
o BihE R F
e SHUEI TN, F T
® S IR1E D 1KBR

® Experienced wearing costume from the olden days
® \/isited a shoyu (soy sauce) warehouse
® Hiked in the ruins of Takatori Castle

® Experienced mixing shichimi seven-spice pepper

FrUprbosmEAL 144

Number of U.S. participants: 14
Hﬂ El é*;‘l- g umber o participan

Asuka Village
o ERKEHE

O HED 7 T RE
oA TN F T

o EIIFED (58

® Experienced wearing costume from the olden days
® Visited a sake warehouse turned into a cafe
® Hiked in the tanada (rice terraces)

® Experienced making a scarecrow

FAYHHEDSME AL 8%
*E,,ﬁl_'ﬁ | , Number o U.S. participants: 8

Kashihara City
o AEBHRRY
LT

o SREMEEER

o T S5

@ Visited Unebi High School
® Toured the Insect Museum
® Learned proper manners for tea ceremony

® Experienced Japanese paper making
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FAUDDBOSMEAE 124
Number of U.S. participants: 12

NG

Koryo Town

e FLLEICLZBHIIZ LEUIA
OIFARICL ML EIES > F

O TIIHZERY, HERS

o HiE X AR, ZEHRHR ZF«4

® Greeted by children and attended a welcome ceremony
® | ocal produce and recipe lunch prepared by women’s association
® Visited a socks factory and an ancient tomb

® Experienced planting rice seedlings, judo, etc.

FAUDDEDOSIMEANS T %
-L - - .
I}I’IEH]]- Number of U.S. participants: 7

Ikaruga Town

o NAZ L EESR

O EETFRFE, HERF
o [#| DELERZ

o RfafkiR

® Enjoyed Japanese dance and koto (Japanese harp) music
® Visited Horyu-ji Temple and to an ancient tomb
® Toured a “fu” (puffed wheat gluten) factory

® Experienced beating mokugyo (wooden drum used in Buddhist temples)

FAYBDEDBMEAL 154
%E%ﬁﬁk{%%*ﬁ | Nlmbeof U.S. participants: 15
Unebi High School | -d' g

* AN RZ
o REICEMN
o HAXLAFER (5 5bhIcEE)

eESREICAIT T, KEOEKEH
NEHE - NEOTLEYT—va v ealE

® Toured the school building
® Participated in classes
® Experienced Japanese culture (Making paper fans and learning calligraphy)

® US High school students gave a presentation on civil and human rights
to Unebi high school students
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I0—-Y 2Tl @ “F” gEREA—N
CLOSING CEREMONY @ NOH THETRE in “I-RA-KA”

BHDF—LRTALENABDXALHER - RREKZ. SMERBFRALT7IV—LHIC. RRETRHORE
FHHEERIZ—SL ‘B ICEE, BORER—IT, REREHHK2Z70—YrIRNArFHESNEL,

At the end of the four days of cultural exchange, the participants assembled at Nara Kasugano International

Forum “I-Ra-Ka.” The Closing Ceremony was held at the Noh theatre inside “I-Ra-Ka.”

o .h‘ '\ I-..
h&' N |

A A
EARAH REARRITRAR RHEES RREMSE Bz mRTRITER <ybh e+ 2UTZ CIE-USHE PSSP JIRE—BB AI7 2> b
REAXBRER RAFRE Shogo Arai Yasuyuki Tsuyama Matt Krebs F—N—YILBEHRE BABEREIRICLS

Governor of Nara Prefecture Deputy Mayor of Nara City Board member of CIE-US REIST MVAEDIBI

Shinichiro Kawazoe
Former Chair of Japan America
Society of the State of Washington

Koukei Kitakawara
President of the Summit Executive Committee,
Abbot Emeritus of Todal-ji Temple

o0—I20 « LT ar @ “&” HAER
CLOSING RECEPTION @ JAPANESE GARDEN OF “l-RA-KA”

Reports from
Local Session Key Persons

BRICHEEIN, REOBROTELLLEI/A—Y VT - LT vavid “B" OXLVARERETORBLGIEL, CALCADBHBRIER T,
FAYDDLDSINEBERRALT7IV—bid, [HITHHE] OMARZELLHLLD, BREOFINEBELATHEL,

The final event of the Summit, the Closing Reception, was held in the beautiful Japanese garden in “I-Ra-Ka” .

Greeted by “Sento-kun”, participants from the U.S. and the host families enjoyed Wadaiko (Japanese drum) by
“Asuka-gumi,” as they reluctantly expressed their final respects and farewells to each other.

. \ | - ¥ e -
L . . . - LtEFon = -
BRI ARETEEREISR HERE RREHLFES HY R & BABUES W& TDREAFER Rec 7’,/3/‘%%‘1%@52&@@ l
RERBEREMESER Yasuhiro Nakanishi Wadaiko performance by Asuka-gumi Beating wadaiko for the 7¥fpf'gn¥was held in the Japanese Garg “
Arata Nishida Executive Director of first time ——— ¥;ie¥” of I-Ra-Ka |

Nara Prefectural Government —
Tourism Bureau

Vice Chair of the Summit
Executive Committee

A

RAPTZ7IV—,dbInTERIN
Final farewell to the host families

e if .
INDLDERIFITEEST
Making use of
IT for future exchanges

NTE ARKTEESER
REBAKBHREER

Kanji Kitamura
Chief Director of Japan America Society of Nara

e !
HLHIHLTRONINT
Hugs seen everywhere

RAb e UIyb e AT2ar )« OIS L
POST SUMMIT OPTIONAL PROGRAM
BRRARH. boLHRICHBELIZVWEVWSSINED/-OIZ. CIE TR RBEMCRI VT4 7 DB H BT JE#h. &R BELETORR - HIyh -
AFvaFN e FOTS5L%EE, 7V—DTSOTSLEEHTADODI—RIZET374& 1S MLELT,

For those participants who chose to remain after the Nara Grassroots Summit, 4 Post Summit Optional Programs were conducted in Kyoto, Kanazawa,
Noto and Tokyo, made possible with the cooperation of the CIE advisors and volunteers.

1.H#MR—LRTA 2ALER (144)
Two nights of Kyoto home-stay and visit to Tokyo (14 participants)

2. &R&UBEER—LRATA LER(04)
Home-stay in Kanazawa & Noto, and visit to Tokyo (10 participants)

RybSyo « R=F4—IZT
Enjoying Kyoto’s culture at Gion Corner At a pot luck party

EEI-F-TRBOXLEH

SRTIEHFR I¥a— - RY-—KEBEEBOLRBRTHED
Experience craft making Dr. Matthew Perry giving a lecture at
in Kanazawa Nanao High School in Noto

3.ERIZY—(6%8)

Free, unorganized course in Tokyo (6 participants)

4. 7ZHI7Y— T72)

Free, unorganized course in Kyoto (7 participants)
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7—)\> « L—7F— / Urban Lehner

EEOHTIAD. TZIORKEEBITEVWIZLICHLBNEZREIELTH, ZNIEFBRAR
ZETLED, E2¥oTCaAZazy—YavEBNERVDD, BLDLEIGEI LR BIBICED
EOENERVNDD - EORYIvMISINTIRIICIE. DI LB EIOTVELT,
Tb, BDEHIC [1EZ5, TDIARLEDIIL] LEVEIETWELT, 25, BATIE [BFH] &
BEETHRDTRINBZEF T TI LD,

ZLC AEICFRBBOTTEOLVEHTHELERFIOTY, FhOKRALT7IV—IE, £T

b—AEBBICAETRELEE TIIIVWEL, FAOFAER > TREL., BERICHEZTLZED,
RBIZWENBLIICEBHEFEZLTKIIEVWEL., ZOEDRYIYMISIILIMOTAYID NFEEDFELFE LA, FADEERIEHINT
EHOEHATLI,

BORY Iy EKRZIT MEAXREARD HLICEBORIFTETULIEVWTT, bobtbBEELIEEFE FILOURAELTELEVWSZE,
BOIFEEEBLTORAICEDZETLLD,

It is only natural to feel trepidation about spending three nights with a family in a foreign land. How
will we be able to communicate? Will | be able to adjust to customs and routines that are sure to
differ so much from mine?

| admit to having had those fears before arriving to participate in the Grassroots Summit. But each
time | felt them, | reassured myself with the thought, “Remember, this is Japan.” In Japan, the
“okyakusan”—the guest—is always treated well.

And well—even, royally—was | treated. My host family went out of their way to entertain me, to
indulge my tastes, to answer my questions and to attend to my comfort. From discussions with the
others who attended the Grassroots Summit in Nara Prefecture, mine was not an atypical experience.
| come away from the Grassroots Summit with a deeper appreciation of Japan and the Japanese.

Most important, | come away from it with new friends. | know in my bones they will be friends for life.

Y2 F5 & ¥Y—% - 07 / Sandra & Mark Lore
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Overall, the Grassroots Summit was for us a memorable, enriching experience. While we have often travelled and lived
overseas, this was our first exposure to Japan. We were overwhelmed by the warmth of our reception, the generosity of
our home stay hosts and the rich, intensive, introduction to Japan’s culture and history.

The highlight of our visit was of course the days we spent in Nara, particularly our stay in Uda City. This is small town,
rural Japan, albeit only 90 minutes or so from the major cities of Osaka and Kyoto. So we had the scenic and
picturesque, married to a rather cosmopolitan population. Our home stay hosts were Noriko Okazaki and Gi Sen: Gi is
the monk at a local Buddhist temple and Noriko both assists him with the temple but also organizes local home stay for
foreign students and other visiting groups. Noriko was very giving; she prepared delicious meals, participated in most of
our activities and even did some laundry service! In particular, we spent a memorable Saturday afternoon with her, first
experiencing some local, “popular” theater in Uda City, followed by a couple of hours in which we joined her in her
passion for karaoke — she sang mostly the Beatles, we sung mostly Sinatra. What better way to demonstrate that, while
we come from different origins, in the 21st century we share much of the same global culture.

10
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Fifteen high school students from the State of
Georgia participated in the Summit supported by
TOMODACHI Initiative
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With the support of the TOMODACHI Initiative, 15 members of the youth commission of Macon-Bibb County in the State
of Georgia participated in the Nara Grassroots Summit 2017, together with their chaperones. They were students who acted

as hosts to the high school students who came from Oita prefecture and attended the Greater Atlanta Summit 2016.
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Presentation with violin music and a skit
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V== tLTDBE—SERHBHLILITT, (/?sit to Sakurai High School in Kurobe

The State of Georgia where they came from, is the home of Martin Luther King Jr. One of the purposes of attending the
Summit was to conduct their presentation on civil and human rights in Japan several times during their sojourn.

On the second day of the Summit (June 28th), during a Local Tour, they toured Hase Temple and Kashihara Shrine while
interacting with the students of Katsurao Junior High School from Fukushima, who were on a school trip. Katsurao
students participated in the Greater Atlanta Summit in 2016. At the Opening Reception in the evening of the same day,
they confidently made a presentation in front of 220 Americans and Japanese, including Mr. Jason Hyland, Charge
d'Affaires ad interim of the U.S. in Japan. Itincluded a violin performance and a skit to express the difficult and painful
history of achieving civil rights, and expressed a passionate desire for human rights. It received a huge applause from the

audience. e

From June 29th, they participated in the three nights four day Local Session. This involved a homestay with the family of ~ Participating in classes in Nara

Unebi High School students of Kashihara City in Nara Prefecture. At the High School, they attended classes and made

attempts to try shodo calligraphy. However, the time they spent with their host families seemed to have been the most enjoyable. Written comments collected
at the end of the program reflected this, and many positive comments were received about how fun it was to spend family time on Saturdays. They seem to
have had a good experience with Japanese culture, learning about the values of Japanese people and the spirit of “omotenashi,” while visiting the local school
and spending a few days with the host families.

Following the week of the Nara Summit, they moved on to Kanazawa for one night. Then they visited Kurobe city of Toyama Prefecture, which is sister
city to Macon-Bibb County. The year of 2017 marks the 40th anniversary of friendship between Macon-Bibb County and Kurobe City, and the students
were greeted by Yasuo Horiuchi, Mayor of Kurobe, and the local inhabitants with extra special warmth. In Kurobe City, they visited Sakurai High School
and enjoyed interacting with the local students.

Through interaction with many Japanese people and four presentations they conducted during their sojourn, the students have gained more confidence and
are stepping forward as the leaders of the next generation.
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The Second Special
Grassroots Summit Program
with the University of Texas, Dallas
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As a follow up to the Kochi Summit in 2011 and North Texas Summit in 2012, CIE mediated an exchange partnership between University of Texas Dallas (UTD) and Kochi
University. At the Oita Summit in 2015, the 1st Special Program for UTD students were conducted. The year of 2017, CIE organized the 2nd Special Program, and 12
participants (including one chaperone) from UTD attended the Nara Grassroots Summit.

After participating in the Nara Summit, the group attended a one week summer program at Kochi University. They studied the basics of the Japanese language as well
as culture and history of Kochi through field works. They interacted with local students of the same generation, and it is expected that this exchange and interaction will
continue long after they return home.

They then spent another week in Tokyo visiting 7 internationally active companies, namely NEC, Kikkoman, YKK, ANA, TOYOTA, Weber Shandwick Japan, and Mitsubishi
Corporation. After the presentations, there was a lively Q&A session.

]
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At NEC, students attended a front line presentation on the face recognition system, At Kikkoman, Mr. Osamu Mogi, Director and Executive Corporate Officer lectured directly
and experienced this advanced technology in the show room on Kikkoman's history of being sensitive to the cultural differences in their development of

overseas business
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At YKK, students listened to the story about “a big Lapioes SRR
role played by small parts.” and They also experienced At ANA's training center, students took a course on At Toyota’s MEGA WEB, students were given to a
creating a strap out of zippers “Omotenashi” during which they studied how to bow presentation on company history, mission, and
properly and manners on how to exchange name-cards technological developments in the near future.
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At Weber Shandwick Japan, students discussed one’s At Mitsubishi Corporation, the students were given a lecture about the On their last day in Tokyo, they visited
sense of values that are shaped and created by PR importance of creating a system to support women, its effectiveness, and the Diet building and studied a little

future endeavors about the Japanese politics
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List of Corporate Sponsors to CIE Japan in 2017
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GRAND AXE 602 2-12-18 Koujimach, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0083, Japan
TEL : +81-03-3511-7171 FAX : +81-03-3511-7175

Email : manjiro@manjiro.or.jp  URL : http://www.manjiro.or.jp
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List of Corporate Sponsors to the 27th
Japan America Grassroots Summit in Nara 2017
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Newsletter“Kusanone Tsushin”
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During FY2017, 4 volumes of the CIE Newsletter, Kusanone Tsushin,
were issued in February, June, September and December.

BIER @ &% 0¥/ Translator : Sophie Tomoko Shinozaki



