The 27th Annual Grassroots Summit
An intercultural event to make new friends

See the historical sights and then experience Japanese culture through
visiting communities, schools, and homes in Nara as a guest. Many people,
including seasoned travelers and school club members, regardless of their age

and occupation, participate in this cultural exchange program every year.

Homestay is its key element.













Hase-dera is the head temple of the Buzan sect of Shingon-shu Buddism. It is believed that this temple
was founded by the priest Tokudo Shonin, who in it enshrined the Juichimen-kan'non, an eleven-faced
Kan'non (Goddess of Mercy) statue, by order of the Emperor Shomu of the 8th century. The worship of
the Kan'non became widely favored after the 9th century, and many noble women and ladies-in-waiting
at the imperial court in Kyoto came to worship at this temple. The main temple, built in the 'butai-zukuri'
style (with corridors surrounding the building like a stage) in the mid-17th century, is one of the largest
wooden structures in Nara. You will feel the atmosphere of the olden days emanating from this structure,

a

Hase-dera Temple

E Isuien Garden, Nara-Okuyama Driveway & Kasuga-taisha (shrine) $68.00

Fa o Isuien is an attractive Japanese garden with a variety of features, such as the use of Todaiji Temple's
E : ' Nandaimon Gate and Mount Wakakusayama as "borrowed scenery". Isuien means "garden founded on
water", and the garden's name is derived from the fact that its ponds are fed by the small adjacent
Yoshikigawa River. The Yoshikien Garden is located just on the other side of the river.
Isuien has been preserved since its creation in the Meiji era, and is the only walking garden (kaiyushiki
teien) in Nara. It is divided into two sections, which were originally two separate gardens, and each
features a pagoda.
The Western Garden, like its neighbor Yoshikien Garden, was once part of Manishuin, a sub-temple of
Kofukuiji. It was laid out in the Edo Period by a textile merchant, Kiyosumi Michikiyo. The Eastern Garden
is a Meiji Period creation by a local Nara businessman, Seki Tojiro. The two gardens were merged in 1939
by a new owner, Jyunsaku Nakamura, who wanted a site for the Neiraku Museum, which hosts a
collection of traditional Japanese, Chinese and Korean pottery.

Kasuga Taisha is Nara's most celebrated shrine. It was established at the same time as the capital and is
dedicated to the deity responsible for protecting the city. It was also the tutelary shrine of the Fujiwara,

= Japan's most powerful family clan during most of the Nara and Heian Periods.
Kasuga-taisha












Packaged Participation Fee

it Early Bird i
Cities (by M!rch 31) Regular Price
Los Angeles
San Francisco $2,490 $2164O
Seattle
Dallas
Austin $2,590 $2,74O
Colorado Springs
Atlanta
Washington DC $2,690 $2,84O
New York

The listed prices do NOT include

- Airline taxes and fuel surcharge
(FYI: As of Sep. 2016, fuel surcharge & taxes are $98 for the
round trip between JFK and Osaka Itami. )

- 4% credit card processing fee
- Hotel single supplement surcharge
- Optional tour during and after the Summit program

Important Information

The listed prices include

- Round trip transportation between the listed cities (left)
and Nara, including international & domestic airfares
and bus cost

(Please contact with Nippon Travel Agency about the departure
from other cities)

- Hotel accommodation in Nara based on the double
occupancy

- Bento box dinner on 6/27

- All breakfast in Nara

- Most of the meals during Local Session

- All transportation in Japan during the Summit period

- All participation, administration and handling costs for
the Summit

% Opening and Closing ceremonies & receptions are
invitation by Nara Prefectural Government

1. Youth Discount
- Children, 3 - 11 years old
$150 discount (Early Bird discount also applicable)
- Students, 12 - 25 years old
$100 discount (Early Bird discount also applicable)
- Infants, 0 — 2 years old $300 for all costs

2. Hotel Rooms

- Listed prices are based on double occupancy. Unless
otherwise requested, another participant may share a
room with you.

- Please indicate in the application form if single
occupancy is required.

Single Supplement Surcharge: $100 for 3 nights

3. Any changes to your schedule made
after the deadline will incur a substantial
penalty

Contact

4, Application Deadline: May 5, 2017

5. How to Register

The online application is available starting December
2016. Visit the following website and click on the Nara
Grassroots Summit page.

Or, send the application form and photocopy of your
passport to the NTA office (below). Upon receipt of your
application, NTA will send you an acknowledgement
letter with cancellation policy and other guidance.

http://www.manjiro.or.jp/e

6. Credit Processing Fee
Payment by credit card will incur a 4% handling charge.

7. All participants are required to accept
responsibility for travel and medical insurance
and for payment and/or reimbursement of any
medical/surgical expenses incurred.

Regarding Travel

Nippon Travel Agency America, Inc
(Greater Los Angeles Branch)
Mr. Hiroshi Kurakata or Mr. Minoru Ueda

Address: 1025 West 190th St. Suite 301, Gardena CA 90248
Tel: 310-808-2716, Fax: 310-630-0896
Email: grassroots_summit@ntaamerica.com

Organizers

Regarding the Summit Program
CIE-US

(C/0 National Association of Japan America Societies)

Address: 1819 L Street NW, Suite 800, Washington, DC 20036
TEL: 202-429-5545

FAX: 202-429-0027

E-mail: manjiro@us-japan.org

Supporters

® Nara Prefectural Government

® John Manjiro - Whitfield Commemorative
Center for International Exchange (CIE)

® CIE-US
& http://www.manjiro.or.jp/e

Cc

® The U.S. Consulate General of Osaka-Kobe
® Japan America Society of Nara



