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The 32™ Japan-America Grassroots Summit 2025 in the San Francisco Bay Area

2025F D [FEI2EBAREDRRRY Iy 2025975223« The 32nd Japan-America Grassroots Summit 2025 in the San Francisco
RATYZAREL]E6838B(K)»H10B(kK)ETD8HR. #U  BayArea (SFBA) was held over eight days from Tuesday, June 3 to 10,

TENZFMY LTS 2a - RATYF I CEESAELT-, 2025 inthe San Francisco Bay Area, California. Co-hosted by the Japan
HUTHN=FAEGEECIE-USEDHEICLD 2 T52 22 Society of Northern California and CIE-US, this marked the second time

COF Ty kAL 2010EICEES ATk, 2 EEOBEELLD the summit had been held in San Francisco since 2010.

N . . — . . . _ Amid familiar sights like the Golden Gate Bridge shrouded in thick fog
Fllce BOBLCEIRT—NLMTY - F—h - TUyo®, RIS o -

and cable cars navigating steep inclines, unchanged from 15 years ago.
FEXTSHH—T ) H— - = T o

DREGERIT—IND—EVSRARB NS FREEDLLT L Yet the Bay Area's globally renowned IT companies have continued to
CHOELTce DT AERATUTICRRZBCHFHOITEE grow in recent years, and the city now features self-driving taxis
BSoRRREZS. PR TREFIXMEMOANTEAEL  incorporating the latest technology, making the passage of time
G0 —DEDIHE. BROZEDE oD ERCONELIZ, T5  palpable. In this region representing America's West Coast, where
L7 [ZborEE]| & ELLETIHES]| AHEETEFAUHF  “unchanging landscapes” coexist with an “ever-evolving society,”
EEARETIHE LT, RS . EREND 70O/ YEE  participants spanning generations—from middle and high school
DIELE WA DB INE . HEHRE P R—AZF (5 EETHA students to those in their late seventies—deepened heartfelt grassroots

PEEBRZI-AXTRERLTOOOBIEORIRERHEL, exchanges between Japanese ano.l American citizens across generations
and national borders through regional workshops and homestays.

KARTTVa—N Summit Schedule
6A3HE)  FEI YVISVIRAIERZEBIE June3(Tue) AM Arrive at San Francisco International Airport
Fte IA—FIIYT—&IVTF el PM Walking tour and Lunch Hotel
YR IvATVBRASES Eve. “Giants” baseball game
6 B4H () FEI O—AHIL - ATFV3FIL - VF— I June 4 (Wed) Daytime Local Optional Tour Hotel
SR A—TZvJHE - BB Ty g Eve. Opening Ceremony and Welcome Reception
6 H5H(A) FEi RO BRSAHRE IN—LRTA June5 (Thu) AM Head to the Local Session Homestay
6H6H®) RE WESRSTO0S5A R—LATA June 6 (Fri) All day Local Session Program
6ATEME) KH MEAREEGRRANTIU—& Katsurao Junior High: oo
= i@&‘?‘—EIE - = R—LRATA Arrive in SF, head to the Local Session
6H8H®E) FE RART7SU—E OB =y June 7 (Sat) All day Spend a day with a host family Homestay
~RNERIGAEE June8(Sun) AM Time with host family Hotel
Fte O0—Y VU EJ%“F?’E? ; Travel to the Closing Ceremony venue ' katsurao JHS:
s 77 VIVIN—T 41— R=LATA PM Closing Ceremony & Farewell Party Homestay
6B9H(R) FEI BER/ZNZNOEMALR June 9 (Mon) AM Leaving for Japan or various destinations
RAMYZIy b BRIPFERIIZAD—a3>»7OJ 5L Post Summit: Katsurao JHS Excursion Program
2 ‘— A, — s — June 9 (Mon)  AM Gather at Embassy Suites by Hilton
6H9H(RA) FEI UCN—UJL—KRRZ "TILE PM UC Berkeley Tour Hotel
6H10H) #¥B YYI7I7YIYZAOMHRZE "TFILA June 10 (Tue)  Allday Visiting San Francisco City Hotel
6HET1HEK i HAANEHE June 11 (Wed) AM Departure for Japan
X2SMERE 6374 Total Participants: 637
AARDDDBINE < cvvvrererrrmeneeaaenen. 51% Participants from Japan: 51
F—TFZ I RBIBDL LT3y e 1884 Opening Ceremony & Welcome Reception: 188
(BEASNESD) : (including Japanese participants)
AZALNTFIU— - 1144 /481 (RF2N1EE) Host Families: 114 individuals + 48 households (including standby)
MIBH IR + BEARUP e 150 %/ 6 iz Local sessions + Related Events: 150 individuals in 6 regions
oO0—S VI RMI T T I IVS—F4— - 2114 Closing Ceremony & Farewell Party: 211
(BEASNESE) : (including Japanese participants)




KITZEBSBE  List of the Executive Committee
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Key Person
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Larry Greenwood JSNC President San Francisco AR Diane Matsuda
2F4—TF - ROov s JSNC £ = & Tav. 77/ Jun Amano
Steve Pollock JSNC Board Chair Peninsula HRY—2+FLS Kathleen Kimura
- S e S e e H o 2ARA ¥—7 «h kU Mark Kato
SR TYU—vN=7 JSNC Zm#fTEREE South Bay oy «JY>rax— Ron Zielinski
Miho Greenberg JSNC Chief Operating Officer ey eTAY Sharon Fong
FTA4—FF «KRU— JSNC a5 L3x—Tv— A= bRA HDAY> vy Bh—+  KathrynLucchese
Diedre Holly JSNC Program Manager East Bay HX <=9 Kaz Maniwa
TFA4Y—« FIFH Gary T.Tominaga

TUEZFAF JSNC E=HEHEE ) . - -
Kendra De Nike JSNC Office Administrator /S —ARA X7 2XY= Meg Mizutani

North Bay J7LY—+«Fr—=x ValeriaChurma
P ae gl © L) IS LAa—T 4 X —F— BEESKIOS5 A

Jay Yamanaga Program Coordinator Katsurao JHS Program A VIFH Jay Yamanaga
H4E D DY TFV=FHAE R (JSNC). CIE-US
EE L JSNC. ENRMFIV « T—=JUF « TUVR | ===V ERE i &

N—=oL— « BRI HiH <. LIMEAXEEE (JCCCNC)
WD EY TSIV ROMEEE RE D 2XKAXBRES (NAJAS)

Co-hosted by: Japan Society of Northern California (JSNC), CIE-US

Organized by: JSNC, Sebastopol World Friends, Sunnyvale Sister Cities Association,
Berkeley-Sakai Sister Cities Association,
Japanese Cultural Centre of Northern California (JCCCNC)

Supported by: Consulate-General of Japan in San Francisco,
National Association of Japan-America Societies (NAJAS)

cANEIEl H> 75> 2 ERRZe# (SFO) ICEI75! Arrival at San Francisco International Airport (SFO)

6838 # Tuesday, June 3

BEEEBRAEKOIIN—T6LEBRASLHN. 3BICOIPNTESICH LIV ROEKRZE
BICEEBELEL, BIBOE—TIE.JSNC DRIy IRESARRIVT47. £7- CIE-US HEDLH,
BREBMEXBETSMELLbEHBIELZ, LTHHOD/K. DBEEIRI—FELEDELT:,

Forty-five participants, excluding the group of six from Katsurao Junior High School in
Fukushima Prefecture, arrived safely at San Francisco International Airport across three flights.
In the arrival lobby, JSNC staff, members, volunteers, and CIE-US board members gathered to
warmly welcome participants with big smiles. The excitement and high hopes for the summit Yy T5y s I EREE T

were clearly visible, creating a genuinely heartfelt and thankful start. Participants arriving at SFO

IA—F22 )7 —&BFR Walking Tour & Lunch

EEIORTNVICEHEBERE. BREFRATHATVEALOBEMBEHKLEL:, ZOBE. ¥>
I7IyY2ATREBL BUEDLVRBISMELSE, BFRICHERKEZOORI>TA7D
BLab—RICHEAIL [AARDQILEHoLHDIzV] TERANLELIZWV] EVWSELVREFS
IChin, RELELELI, YUIIVIRABLTRHOINAERLADD, HOLHPEASEE
ZERLTHOL, EXURROE—FHLL T, BOVHREWOELELELDELT,

After arriving at the hotel from the airport, participants strolled through the downtown area
and enjoyed lunch.The weather was unusually clear for San Francisco that day—not a cloud in

6BIETARTOHY 77U ZAN% WEFEHR sight! Walking alongside local volunteers interested in Japan, we felt their warm desire to “learn

BOIICRERRENART Uy IF— IR RONET
During the Summit period in June, many

conferences were held in the city, so interesting
public artworks lined the streets.

more about Japan”and “talk with Japanese people,” sparking lively conversation. While enjoying
San Francisco's unique cuisine, they were introduced to the city's landmarks and scenery,
making this an unforgettable first step in cultural exchange.



cAREIEE MLB#EEEC7 AUhR D &imE!

Enjoy the American experience at a Major League Baseball Game!

HBEHORIE. TP > T75>220 « SvA7VYH, EORTAYIv %
NELZABICBF I SMENLSRIRIVTATORRATHAREELIAERBHEE
FEoT AT R=INADVELIL BRAEVEBD I THEHLVARI VT4
FREDYR—PLD ROLTHRBICEETEELI., SNELEIE. MLBED
TRORI[DBINDIRIDT LETVAICEHSN, BERTDODWMERJEE, 7AUD
BLOWREZELAELT,

On the evening of arrival, the local team, the San Francisco Giants, invited the

Grassroots Summit to their game against the San Diego Padres! Participants took
public transportation to Oracle Park. Thanks to the reliable support of volunteers,

they arrived at the stadium safely and without getting lost, even on unfamiliar

routes. Overwhelmed by the unique MLB atmosphere and the thrilling game,

participants enjoyed a truly American night that blew away any jet lag.

O—7)J)L « >J 77— LOCALTOURS

68A4R80k) Wednesday, June 4

PUIIVVRAKEOBENEIRH. —REMEBBZAROSVWFIHISIBEYT —~,
F/o . KRE—BROEHEEIE. IJSNCORSF Y FAFELFCIE-US X N—EEDHIC
MATA—F Y7 —ICHFELELT,

FIWHANSXE T A—T4AHAREHEELHD, DO THEMELTHERIN TV
BHRERFL. ERBFOEYPERROBROELAELI,

— . BREITNVN—TRBEFrAF 0 REOHEHBEKD S —T NV H—FEHEKR,
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HAZEFREENBEL, YISV Y IXTLARLEOTROELICDVTH DR T A
LTLIEaWELTz, BMET-bIE. Y TORRATIZI2ZT(DHARAAXROESR
ICEBERODELDIC, TV TIIVYRADEHEBHERD TEIMERLELDELT,

In the early morning mist characteristic of San
Francisco, the general participants departed
for the popular Alcatraz Island tour, while
students from Mizusawa Daiichi High School
joined JSNC volunteers and CIE-US members
for a walking tour of the city.

At Alcatraz Island, general participants toured

the former prison facilities while listening to

audio guides and enjoyed observing the ZOMDHRRZADOELIZOVWTFESHRILE
Ms. Tanaka speaking on the history of Japan-US

island's unique flora and ecosystem. exchanges in this region

Meanwhile, the high school group explored

the downtown area, including Chinatown, and experienced riding the cable cars. All
participants gathered at Fisherman's Wharf to savor San Francisco's famous clam chowder
served in a sourdough bread bowl.

In the afternoon, all the participants visited the Centennial Monument commemorating the
arrival of the Kanrin Maru, aboard which Manjiro served as interpreter, and Japantown. The
guide was Ms. Junko Tanaka, a Japanese language teacher who also assisted at the 2010 SFBA
Summit. She provided clear explanations about the history of exchange between San
Francisco and Japan.

Participants deepened their understanding of the history of the local Japanese community and
U.S.-Japan exchange, while also gaining new insights into the diverse charms of San Francisco.

FERAANBEEL B BARETAVD D DL TR
Getting a sense of the bond between Japan and America,
by the “Kanrin Maru” Centenary Monument

FIH S X EIZT At Alcatraz Island

PATAGZ 4y h ] e g
BR7ZAUDADSATELZELRLEIZIAZTAD
FEOEBICOWTHETELT,

In Japantown:

Everyone learned attentively to the talk about the

history of Japanese Americans and their profound
contributions to the community.



A—T =20 TINALLETVaY @k ZyaA—HB2IS52T A0
Opening Ceremony & Welcome Reception at Hotel Nikko San Francisco

BATTHBRTIV e Zya— « Y2752 22IT, JSSNCEED
F—=F= I RBETVHLLE T3> fTThbNELT, 165ER].
HEDOARNFEHEFACHBAORMICEVEBRRRORERLELEST:
Y75 23T, BREORZRY Iy B UREINIZZ LR,
TEFAVELT,

BT, M - RBOBUORE LS. METHEIATVS
BREBEZEFMAR] OBIEREFICLSAE—F, TRDIS
LYRYINSERDFEDIBICLDTa>y BREBOTE. ZLTN—7
L—aRIv ANV EOEBRESBETBEINELI., SMEIZSIZELV
BCDEITInELT,

SEOYIyvPRREFE, TEREROFBICLDIRETORELLNE
L7ch DD IZhoTlcBEHTHLIE FSICZOMTORRORERIFIC
SIDLW, BT EREELDELT,
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JSNC KFRESH
MC : Steve Pollock JSNC President

F—-JY—=>79K JSNC BER
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Mikiko Morimura, CIE-US Director

AT AIVFH—
YLITUVZOMBIRE

Myrna Melgar

San Francisco District7 Supervisor

T45TNT4FERBRICLD

2026 FE T4 TIVT4FH Iy MEN
Announcement of next year's Grassroots
Summit by the Japan-America Society of
Greater Philadelphia

Larry Greenwood JSNC Board Chair

N=IL—SRDEREICLEY v XTEE
Jazz performance by students of Berkeley High School

The Opening Ceremony and Welcome Reception, hosted by JSNC, took
place at Hotel Nikko San Francisco, where participants were staying. They
all shared in the joy of holding this Grassroots Summit in San Francisco, a
city considered the birthplace of U.S.-Japan relations, with the arrival of
Japan's first official delegation aboard the Kanrin Maru, 165 years ago.
The ceremony featured welcoming remarks from the organizers and
guests, followed by a speech from a special prize winner of the “Manjiro
English Speech Contest” held in Kochi Prefecture, a short play about John
Manjiro performed by students of Clarendon Elementary School and a live
performance by the Berkeley High School Jazz Band. Participants were
deeply touched by the warm welcome.

Although this Summit was held on a smaller scale due to circumstances on
the organizers' side, the heartfelt hospitality made for a warm ceremony
befitting the start of exchanges in the region.

KBE #

AV TILVROBAERES
Osumi Yo, Consul General of Japan
in San Francisco

Alll #1% CIEEER

Ishikawa Kazuhide, CIE Chairman

E HAT
TREREZERRARAE—FIREE
Manjiro English Speech Contest
Presentation by Tamashiro Anzu

< a— C. Rl—
~Y—1RE5KBFH-CIE-USIESE
Mathew C. Perry, 5th-generation
descendant of Commodore Perry,
Director of CIE-US

AFEREFRAY 74—V ERD [HERE R
“Globe Exchange Ceremony” between
the Nakahama and Whitfield Families

ISV RV INEREREICL D[ HREBIE
“Manjiro” Play by students of Clarendon Elementary



Wi HPls [F—LATA470554]1 (3)A4H)
=3~6HH Local Sessions - Homestay Program (3nights, 4days)

-Day 3~6-

685X ~8A@A) Thursday, June b - Sunday, June 8

6A5H. BMEISFREDRIAY IV FONAFAMTHH 6 DO BHRAHFE, SME/SBZOLMELTHORLLPILEAT
RBLLD D, SEOEEBI. DOBIRRORT, ICSADKELRBEEEAELI,

¥ 6 R6R(R) I BEREBERPERDO64 OLAEREIR) b, PERTOTSLAPRRNRY—b, DLZRIWTLID, 334
DRE—LRATAZBLT, BMORERDOFELILLERTLRMELBL, ODHIIEIRMOBERLELT,

On June 5, participants departed for the six local sessions, the highlight of the Grassroots Summit. Immersed in the unique lifestyles
and cultures of the various localities, language barriers dissolved, smiles multiplied, and friendships grew through these warm
exchanges.

Additionally, on Friday, June 6, six participants from Katsurao Junior High School (including three students) in Fukushima Prefecture
joined the Summit. Slightly unconventional, the three-night homestay enabled them to share precious time with local children of the
same age, resulting in heartwarming exchanges.

1 Y252 A0 GRETOTSL)
San Francisco (High School Program)

A&xsbnsinE 124 KRE—BR104+BRE24)

Participants from Japan: 12
(Mizusawa Daiichi High School students + 2 general participants of high school students)

e JbMBEXLEE JCCCNC) L THXBEREIC LD FLEYT—Ya Y
eIy varie N—Z— - FULABERK
CI—NTY e HF—F - TYyIHEK
oLy T4 ARETBBQ (EWY - #BEEL) K-V V7T
@ Presentations by Japanese and American high school students
at Japan Cultural Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC)
©® Walking tour at Mission Street and Balmy Avenue Murals
® Golden Gate Bridge walk
© BBQ (including shopping and preparation) and bowling at Presidio Park

2 NTZ2AT Peninsula

BA»505M%E 64  Participants from Japan: 6

oHhYUTVT4eTx7T

eaVEaL—YEEREYE (U rTFrEa—) il
O T—T N ETVI— TIARYIVRAERS
ON—T « Lh—Y « RAEER

@ Visit County Fair

© Visit to the Computer History Museum (Mountain View)
® Guided tour of the Google Visitor Experience

©® Walk around Half Moon Bay




3 P ) ZNA South Bay

BA»6DEME 94 Participants from Japan: 9

evyaY e NL—VYT— (A>T NEYELLE)
OSVFa Yy FUrATNAFYT (BBRP)
OFyv TN ETVI— I —
oYrs - 0UBDOER e TAF UG

© Silicon Valley Tour (Intel Museum, etc.)

© Hiking at Rancho San Antonio (Farm Tour)

©® Apple Visitor Center @ Stroll along Santana Row @ Winery Visit

BA»S05M%E 84  Participants from Japan: 8

ON—T L—THIEMTEOD L L E=—

oEFHEYI— N—I -5, HEEHH

oI XY —ENHHEEK (HFE. PIXAR, ® U —7F1t)

SUCN—ZL— e Fv2RAYF7— oY%+ T4>X (NORIA Wines) 5[

©® Welcoming Ceremony at Berkeley City Hall

@ Visits to the History Center, Berkeley High School, and the library

© Walking tour of Emeryville downtown (City Hall, PIXAR, Marina, etc.)
©® UC Berkeley campus tour @ Visit to NORIA Wines

5 J —ANA North Bay

Axsb05iME 104  Participants from Japan: 10

ORIV +FU MLy FTYavEVT
CENRAMRNDYA—FVIYT—(70—LYRBD, HERAM. HEELLE)
eF7—LR POV Ly FUy FMIEAREX

°74F Y- exX-—E-EYERF

® Shopping at Petaluma Village Outlets

© Walking tour of Sebastopol (Florence Street, City Hall, Library, etc.)
©® Armstrong Redwood State Natural Reserve

©® Winery visit  ® Snoopy Museum tour

6 SEMER M2 5 L Katsurao Junior High School Program

BA0o05N%E 6% (L34 +5IERM3A)
Participants from Japan: 6 (3 students + 3 chaperones)
oY = —X— VHRRKFHH - KRR

oY —R—UVTHFE - REERF

® Visit and exchange meeting at Sunnyvale Middle School

® Tour of Sunnyvale City Hall and Library



Closing Ceremony & Farewell Party

oO0—2 20 RMEI T ITININ—T 1—

6A8RA@A) Sunday, June 8

Yy RRDFOHKDELRS, MBEABRFEFEDOI/IO—V T
NHEBBQ 7z 7V —FT4—d B> TS5V ROABOKE
pFESLVWII—F « RAV AR THEINELL, RBICE
FolBMELBIEToDRANTFIV— LT BB IF I F T
EEXTELTBRICZBOLOVREFIRANERLICZEPEDo
T&FE LTz, 70—y IRBTE. JInEEBLADDOD, dbHY
TAWNZTFT OB DERACIVTAICH LI FERKOFR TRSE
CREBHLEL, RBE SNELLERANTZPIY—ICRTN
FTE-THOV, HREDOREZBIL, BH. BERELEZENEFN
DOEMMANEHFELELT,

o HERTIOISLOSMEILLEHI —AKRANT7IY—L
—HEICVDNBIEEETHELAICLT. RREHICEETRE
lco&%LT,

iR gL DR B — R R

Mayor Takei Masakazu of lizuka City,
during his visit to the sister city

X74—7-KAv7T / JISNC KKHEE
Steve Pollock / JSNC President

The Summit concluded with the Closing Ceremony and a farewell BBQ
party, hosted by the JSNC at Coyote Point Park, from where there are some
spectacular views of San Francisco Bay.

Participants were so relaxed with their host families. Nothing showed more
clearly the wonderful friendship and exchange that had transcended
language and customs.

The Closing Ceremony, filled with the warm hospitality of Northern
California, drew to a close amidst a bittersweet atmosphere of farewells.
After the ceremony concluded, participants were escorted by their host
families to the hotel for their final night, then departed the next day for
their respective destinations or returned home.

Meanwhile, participants in the Junior High School Program, looking
forward to spending one more night with their host families, headed home
happily, alongside their families.

3%3 - EULT CIE-US =R
Mikiko Morimura, CIE-US Director



BREMERIIZAN—3> T 0% 5 L Katsurao Junior High School Excursion Program
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Visit to the University of California, Berkeley & San Francisco City Sightseeing and Tour

68980 ~ 10w Monday, June 9 - Tuesday, June 10

ZAIRETSMLICBRFZROIN—TIE. ZMEYIyMET % 2BEOMBRA M Iy IO SL%ETLELT., 1HEE. 7XUDeRET
SEMRFUC N—IL—ReHM. EREF vV RREFELELD AKFOEERPHBEOEORIICHMNI AR DR RKENOBZFOEEEHLT,
2BBE. V> 750 XaATROE NN, FyrAFII>TEXMLERLIZD, T—TIWVH— B> TROEEERELID, T4y vy —< 2 XT—T7 Tl
BRZECELOEKRL. EYWOYI—FIT Ly RDBRICASTIILFv U —%REELE LT, DI,

FEOAHERS Y — Waymo il bREL, LMNOLREHOXBEFROMAEFRLELZ, FEIF

TSN IIVERS, EFEICBEIEARTAVIAD I ESTZERREHICHOTREEV., FOICEZE

FTWELTc, BATEIIETTERZGV “B59TER” dARERTE2BM. —1T1E. 7{SADZFTL

REZHIC. 6 11 HICESRELEL,

The Katsurao Junior High School group, which participated on an itinerary outside the main schedule,

conducted a two-day independent post-program after the main summit concluded.

On the first day, they visited UC Berkeley, one of America's most prestigious universities. Walking across

the vast campus, guided by UC staff and a JCNC volunteer, the students learned about the university's UC N—=7L—R I e ¥ =51+
history and high-quality education, inspiring them with dreams for their future. UC Berkeley: Sather Gate

On the second day, they toured San Francisco. They experienced different cultures in Chinatown, rode

cable cars to feel the city's hills, and strolled along Fisherman's Wharf, enjoying the sea breeze while

savoring the famous clam chowder served in sourdough bread . They also rode the much-talked-about

Waymo self-driving taxi, meaning they experienced both the transportation of yesteryear and the

newest, cutting-edge form of transportation.

In the afternoon, they visited Japantown. The students listened intently as they encountered for the

first time the history and hardships faced by Japanese Americans. These two days allowed them to

experience the “perspective of those who actually live here” - something not possible through mere

sightseeing. The group returned safely on June 11th, carrying with them many lessons and profound TN —RE R
impressions. A ride on a San Francisco Cable Car

RAMI Iy KREB—ER « JCCCNIY NN ZHRTOT S Lin Bith
Post-Summit: Mizusawa Daiichi High School and JCCCN Takahashi Exchange Program in Oshu City

8838@A) ~48A) Sunday, August 3 - Monday, August 4

[Y> 7522201 (SF) HBR] TKRE—GROEFLZRLILBBEREE. JCCCNCHEETEIDNTTOT IAITERSNIZRATYF
DERETLIZ, SEE. @70 SLORXHELELTHRILM A PEIEN, ZO—RELTIKRE—BRDIFANTEIRBARV DM TONELT,
SFAREKRDF—IN—Y>THBIATY - TYTKDEIEDHLE, 6 ZDEFELFKBL. 2BMICHTD
KRE—BROEFEZIRERDELTZ,
1EBE. VI rSMERLROELD FEFPHREFE. BRSASEILEMFOXL - REZS
HENRN, 2HEIK. ZRBIRATHERETAVHDEVNVCRATYZ DS iEEET—<ELIMMESLEY
F—aVICZ, N - EE - LSV GEDAA AR EERBLELT,
BECLETYar TEABEMOAFKICEZDDIboT-RENRBEIN. SNE—RISEVWRE %
52FL7, Z07A7IL%BLT, VI TEENTDLAD DR EOME - KEL. BXOo
REF(CT  at ChusonjiTemple [1ERE ] OEDIRZMARIRLELT,

The students who hosted in the “San Francisco City (SF) Session” during the SFBA Summit were high school students in the Bay Area selected for the
Takahashi Program organized by JCCCNC. This summer, the program designated the Tohoku region for its Japan study tour, and as part of the
itinerary, Mizusawa Daiichi High School hosted a two-day exchange program for six visiting students under the supervision of Ms. Diane Matsuda.
On the first day, the students who participants in Summit led a field trip introducing regional culture and landmarks, including Chuson-ji Temple,
Geibikei Gorge, and the Morioka Sansa Odori Festival. On the second day, students engaged in mutual presentations comparing Japanese and
American cultures and exploring the diversity of the Bay Area, followed by hands-on experiences in Japanese cultural practices such as the tea
ceremony, calligraphy, and Yosakoi dance.

Through this program, the relationships established during the Summit continued to grow beyond the event, resulting in a meaningful reciprocal
grassroots exchange between the United States and Japan.



C’é’]ﬂ%h‘Bﬂ)!ﬁ&,ﬁ Participant’s impressions
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REEFSA YUARXRA

HBETOTILTIE. ArDRICBENIND DIIFICHEATOD RIS
NIEEDHEVD, EEZSEDLN, BEORICFELTRNCVWER VLT,
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BuwEd, hOoFRRMT7IV—3F BREMHOFZ o700 T BEOXML
HAREYVICESNTOT, BENTHENWTLI:, FTCARICEKLNTRFICIE,
BLCREICELIWERBWELT,

Saito Hiroko, South Bay

® FE{CXA HYIARA
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Ito Hitoshi, South Bay
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The Local Session program made me think about how Japan, as seen
from the outside, must move forward, and | wanted to share these
thoughts with my young grandchildren. | can only express my
gratitude to my host family for their warm and kind hospitality. | feel
sorry that | couldn't speak the language well enough myself. My host
family was third-generation Japanese Americans who deeply
cherished Japanese culture, which made me feel truly humbled. |
hope to treat them with the same warmth and kindness when they
visit Japan again.

The Opening Ceremony featured a wonderful play about Manjiro
performed by local elementary school students and an excellent English
speech by Tamaki Anzu, from Okinawa. The food was delicious!

During the Local Session programs, we received detailed
explanations about Silicon Valley in Japanese, which helped us fully
grasp the significance of the facilities we visited: the HP Garage, the
Intel Museum, and the Apple Store. The Stanford University campus
and the Sunnyvale farmers' market were also fascinating. We were
energetically informed about the sister city exchanges between
Cupertino and Toyokawa City in Aichi Prefecture, and between
Sunnyvale and lizuka City in Fukuoka Prefecture. We got some good
exercise on the hike, the Mountain Winery was wonderful, and the
Hakone Garden near my hostfamily is an authentic Japanese garden.
I heard the cherry blossom season is spectacular and attracts many
visitors. | was delighted to find some great bargains at Trader Joe's
(supermarket), where we were taken to buy souvenirs.
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3 Days with Ayano: Go Fish, Oysters & Magical Friendship
by Ozlem Ozdener, North Bay

Ayano's stay was the highlight of our
year. Just ask our kids, Ella (10) and Kyle
(13). We met her at the quiet Enmanyji

Temple in Sevastopol, and from that first
warm hug, we knew she'd brought a little magic from Japan.

With the end-of-school-year chaos and Ella's birthday sleepover, we
weren't sure how it would go, but Ayano blended in immediately, as if
she'd always been part of our little family. With her cheerful presence, she
somehow slowed time itself.

She beat us all at Go Fish (Kyle still hasn't recovered!) and helped with the
birthday party by ordering Ella's cake from across town!

Our favorite moments were the little things - laughing over breakfast,
chatting, sharing coffee together. She even tried oysters one night! Way
to go, Ayano!

This was our first time hosting, and we couldn't have asked for a better
guest. We feel incredibly lucky to have met Ayano and to call her a
lifelong friend. We can't wait to meet her three kids someday!

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who made this wonderful exchange
possible!
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List of Corporate Sponsors to CIE Japan in 2025
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AISIN CORPORATION
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DENSO CORPORATION
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Toyota Tsusho Corporation

O
FUJITSU

il e
Fujitsu Limited
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AICHI STEEL CORPORATION
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Doutor Coffee Co., Ltd.
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TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES
CORPORATION
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BROTHER INDUSTRIES, LTD.
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TOYODA GOSEI CO., LTD.
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TOYOTA BOSHOKU
CORPORATION
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Sumitomo Mitsui Banking
Corporation
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All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd.
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TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION
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Hino Motors, Ltd.
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MORIMURA HOUMEIKAI
FOUNDATION
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Daikin Industries, Ltd.
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Toyota Industries Corporation
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Hokkaido Tsushin Building
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Individual members
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Publicity
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Newsletter“Kusanone Tsushin”
20254 (%, HRIEE [EDIRBIE] %
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During FY2025, 4 volumes of the CIE Newsletter, Kusanone Tsushin,
were issued in March, June, September and December.
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T 7Ty 7EGRBRHERA S Aflac Life Insurance Japan Ltd.
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John Manijiro Whitfield Commemorative

crt Center for International Exchange

T102-0083 RRETFREXBAT 2-12-18 75 > 7 7 ZFET 602

TEL 1 03-3511-7171 FAX :03-3511-7175

GRAND AXE 602 2-12-18 Koujimach, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0083, Japan
TEL : +81-03-3511-7171 FAX : +81-03-3511-7175

Email : manjiro@manjiro.or.jp URL : http://www.manjiro.or.jp
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