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A Report on the 17th Japan-America Grassroots Summit in Noto
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Taizo Watanabe, Chairman,

The John Manjiro-Whitfield Commemorative
Center for International Exchange
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The Japan-America Grassroots Summit is an annual meeting held alternately in
Japan and America, which aims to promote the exchange of ideas as well as greater
understanding and friendship between citizens of these two countries. The Summit
is mainly run by CIE and the Summit Volunteer Committee and is organized by local
volunteers. In the spirit of the 160 year friendship of John Manjiro and Captain Whitfield,
CIE aims to further promote the friendship between Japan and America, and to contribute to

world peace through exchanges at grassroots level. BEE
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Sadahiko Oda, Chairman,
Noto Summit Volunteer Committee
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The 2007 Noto Hanto Earthquake, which occurred right before
The 17th Japan-America Grassroots Summit 2007 in Noto,
caused overwhelming devastation over a widespread area. In
fact, for a time there were severe doubts about the possibility
of holding the Summit at all. However, | am sincerely grateful
to say that we were able to overcome the earthquake disaster,
receive a total of 250 participants, and successfully hold what
turned out to be a wonderful summit. | am sure that heart-
warming exchange was enjoyed in all Local Sessions. As
expressed in the words, " In Noto, both the people and land are
friendly," the people of Noto look forward to future chances to
once again welcome the participants into their hearts. Lastly, |
would like to express my deepest gratitude for all those who
participated and helped to make this summit possible.
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Shinobu Uogishi, Secretary General,
Noto Summit Volunteer Committee
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Through this summit, we were able to have foreign people see
with their own eyes that Noto is an extremely wonderful place.
Noto is home to many treasures, such as its untouched natural
scenery, traditional culture, festivals, and history, not to mention
the warmth of the Noto people themselves. And it is the charm of
these treasures that has attracted many Americans. Participants
have been appointed as "Noto Goodwill Ambassadors." Adorning
themselves with pin badges engraved with the words "Oracha
Noto-jin" (Honorary Noto Member) they can remember the strong
bond that was forged with the people they met in Noto. | am
extremely grateful to all of the individuals who participated in the
Noto Summit.
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The Path to the Noto Summit 2007
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Set up Noto SummitVolunteer Committee (NSVC).
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Called on municipalities for assistance and cooperation. o
Began creating Noto Summit brochure. (]

°
\.o

°2006
2006£7A8H July 8, 2006 °

[ }
% EETEES N®

The 1st NSVC meeting .o
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Held key-persons' meetings in various areas in Noto Peninsula.
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Seven NSVC committee members participated in
the 16th Japan-America Grassroots Summit in Colorado. (J
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Created hand-made posters.
Started recruitment of host families. PY
Started recruitment of volunteer interpreters. Y
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Applied for "Supporting Special Policies and Projects for 4

Local-Level Internationalization " Fund 2007. ..

Launched fund-raising from sponsor companies. ®
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The Noto Hanto Earthquake in 2007
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o Decided to hold the 17th Japan-America 2007%E6A5H~138
> Grassroots Summit in Noto P _
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; Held orientations for host families (in each local session area). .‘ Grassroots Summit in Noto.
e Held orientations for volunteer interpreters. °® A total of 2,100 people participated, including 250 from the US.
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The Final NSVC meeting
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Key persons wave goodbye to American visitors
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Since ancient times the Noto Peninsula has served as
a gateway for traders from foreign countries as they
have come and gone over the Japan Sea. With its rich
history,unique culture, traditional crafts and festivals, Noto
still preserves an atmosphere of “good old Japan.”
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Summit Schedule

6/5 25007 X 1) HtiF
250 Participants Depart U.S.

6/6 RREE. geEAN
Arrive inTokyo, Fly to Noto (Japanese hotel)
6/7 F—T=>Tkval&ELEZ—
Opening Session & Ceremony (Kagaya Hotel)

We |cnme to

Japan=hmarien Grasareets Summit 2007

6/8-10 HWHEABR(KR—LZXFTA - TOATTL)

Local Sessions (Home Stay Program)
6/1 A= ey rar&tELEZ—

Closing Session & Ceremony (Noto Royal Hotel)
6/12-16 A7 aFIv - TATZ L (BIMEDIO% HSHN)
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Optional Program

(about 90% of Participants joined the Optional Program)
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Japan America Grassroots Summit Governing Structure of
Noto Summit Volunteer Committee (NSVC)
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. . Hakui Association for Promoting People's International Exchange)
ILOS)EE 5. P& ¢ ’
[x F]tEE#H. &0 Committee Members :
[0 BlILAB. #EBF -Mr.Kitabayashi (Ipponsugi)
- . PN -Mr.Taji, Mr.Naito (Yamanotera)
KEEE‘:%] %;ﬁ ;;\ a1 -Mr.lkeoka, Mrs.Hama (Onomi)
(BEER]EE #HE. BS BA. FAEX -Mr.Yamamoto, Mrs.|lda (Nakajima)
[FEEBHET] A AF. S M. KB EF -Mrs.Ubaura, Mr.Yachi (Notojima)
[BeBAT) 85 =it -Mr.Fukuda, Mr.Tajima, Mrs.Aoki (Tatsuruhama)
N PN -Mrs.Kado, Mr.Takatsu, Mr.Oyu (Nakanoto)
(M ea E8 -Mr.Kazuma (Noto)
(& mlak ﬁﬂ -Mr.Sunagoya (Suzu)
[ BliR® tiBl. HRET -Mr.Ishizaki (Kanakura)
[P #f) @A Qi -Mr.ltaya, Mrs.Shioyasu (Wajima)
o P -Mr.Okamaoto (Monzen)
Fo=]
(:‘E T]fm # ) -Mr.Nakagawa (Shika)
(’\*mnj!ﬁ . tiEEE -Mr.Morita, Mr.Shitsumi (Anamizu)
[PIveh] &8 B, BR BN -Mr.Takazawa, Mr.Isomi (Hakui)
[EZEKAT] K & &F -Mrs.Suzuki (Houdatsushimizu)
[a> v L)EE ERE. AEM -Mrs.Hamagishi, l\_/lr.lshl_da (KOSHARE Indian Da_ncers) B )
N N . -Mr. Nagata (Section Chief, Man and Woman Joint Participated Program Section,
&H ﬂ;&(t}%ﬂiﬁ\@i&ﬁﬁﬂ%#%@i%?( ) ER) Policy Planning Division, Nanao City Hall)
Eith FE @REHHRBEER) -Mr. Kaji (Assistant Administrative Manager, Wajima City Hall)
HMBEA FHXEMNTEALTRER) -Mr. Ikeyauchi (Division Chief, Tourism Exchange Division, Suzu City Hall)
= (35 = A4 Eas T -Mr. Ishiyama (Division Chief, Lifelong Learning Division, Hakui City Education Committee)
Al ;j]c Ef“’ﬁ:ii(jé‘fﬁ::i;&q—gﬁﬁ) -Mr. Nakata (Division Chief, ShikaTown Lifelong Learning Division)
T'PE AEEAT E*gﬁ;"_ﬁ' -Mr. Minamoto (Division Chief, Hodashimizu Town Lifelong Learning Division)
B KR (RESKETEEREER) -Mr. Yoshida (Division Chief, Nakanoto Town Lifelong Learning Division)
THHAEX (FEEEMEESEER) -Mr.Yoshima (Division Chief, Anamizu Town Lifelong Learning Division)
=R & (RKETR EE RS 2 E) -Mr. Gota (Assistant Division Chief, Noto Town Finance Planning Division)
ZH S50 BT EEMBR REHE) Secretary General: Mrs. Uogishi
g TR
BB R RIRRENE Secretariats of the NSVC Bureau:
BT B B S CREILSET EBEE) -Mr. Kusunoki (Secretary General, Nanao Chamber of Commerce and Industry)
B (ERYY LT ¢ LGS BE) -Mr. Hama (Organizer, Nanao Marine City Promotion Council)
~ o E//T 1 s b = -Mr. Domae (Section Chief, Reservation Center, Kagaya Hotels Corporation)
2H HE (WNEE FH&2 2 —8R) -Mr. Miyanishi (Assistant Manager, Wakura Spring-Inn Cooperative Association)
= EH (FEERKEREBES FR) -Mr. Kannoki (Nanao Junior Chamber)
% (L REELHET -Mr.Yamaguchi (Nanao Junior Chamber)
ﬁinf géitzzz‘f‘::):;; -Ms. Wakisaka (Man and Woman Joint Participated Program Section,
H R N _ Policy Planning Division, Nanao City Hall)
iR HF (CRTEEBRBERSEE 5O< Ui -Mr. Ito (Miyabi Research Institute Ltd.)
Rk I= (X2t HEASWER) -Mr. Miyata (Secretariat, The Monterey Peninsula-Nanao Friendship Association)
EHR—8 (tR - T M —XRIFHS FBR) )
Auditor:
B ¥ HH EB(ERHLEBES BE) -Mr. Murata (General Manager, Policy Planning Division, Nanao City Hall)

A HE BB EBLEEAGS BER.BWNEE RXRMHRSEK) Chairman : Sadahiko Oda (Chairperson, Noto Peninsula Tourism.
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Chairperson, Kagaya Hotels Cooperation)
Vice Chairman:
-Mr. Kikuo Toyohara (Division Chief, International Affairs Division,
Ishikawa Prefectural Tourism Bureau)
-Mr. Nobuyuki Magura (Executive Manager, Nanao Monterey Friendship Association)
-Mr.Tomio Imai (Chairperson, Nanao Marine City Promotional Association)
-Mr. RihachiTakazawa (Steering Committee Member,

-Mr. Koda (Executive Director, Nanao Chamber of Commerce and Industry)
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