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Even 80 year old mother can
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It was a busy but incredibly fun filled, dreamlike four days. The
most memorable moment was seeing my mother, who is 80
years old this year, speaking to our guest, Barbara! Of course my
mother cannot speak English at all. Barbara spoke English, and
my mother spoke in Japanese, and yet somehow they seemed
to understand what the other wanted to say. So, we can connect
heart to heart even without words, after all. This made parting
all the more difficult and eye watering. | would definitely like to
participate in Kentucky next year, of course taking everyone from
ShikaTown. (Shika local session: Host: Hiroshi Nakagawa)
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Rediscovering myself
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When the aftermath of the earthquake was beginning to clear
up, | was unexpectedly offered the chance to be a host family. |
accepted the offer, but to tell the truth, | felt too tied up at that
time to graciously welcome guests. Becoming a host family was
fraught with difficulties. Recalling that experience now, | feel that
it was a great opportunity to rediscover myself and the meaning
of hospitality. Those days were like a dream. | am very grateful
for that experience. (Anamizu local session: Host : Kunio Igawa)
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violence won't bring peace
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This time two teachers stayed in my house for a home-stay
experience, and they told me the following story. ‘I learned
for the first time (at a lecture during the Noto Summit) about
an internment camp for Japanese Americans in Colorado.
In 2004, | hated terrorism and supported an attack on lIraq,
and Iraq fell. After that, however, along with an increase in
victims among general citizens, more and more doubts came
up in my mind. Then | began to participate in the anti-war
movement. For the first time the hate began to lift and my
heart was healed,” and the teacher discovered that, “violence
won’ t bring peace. Hate only generates more hate.”
| was taught that in order to create peace, the only real method
that works is to increase exchange between the peoples of
countries that allows individuals to understand each other.
(Yamanotera local session: Host: Shunei Kawasaki

N— DAV EDIC

All in Oneness
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We became a host family because my daughter in junior
high school wanted to try it. Though we had some worries,
we welcomed Emily and Morgan. Because we could not
communicate through words during the gaps in time, so | made
an origami paper balloon. Slapping the paper balloon with our
hands, a game started up. Soon everyone gathered around.
Eventually | realized that we all were sharing the same emotions
together as a group. And | will never forget the song they sang
for us, looking straight into our eyes and holding hands. | was so
moved, | could not stop the tears from flowing... And on the final
day, | realized that | loved and cherished them as much as my
own family!! (Suzu local session: Host : Mamiko Imai)

A Model for Wprld Peace
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This is my first Summit; First trip to Japan. This trip has
become both memorable and life-changing. Most important;
the John Manjiro Summit with home-stay is a model for World
Peace; a people-to people program which builds mutual-caring
and understanding; deepens respect and love, across national
and intemational borders; across language and cultural baniers.
| would like to work with the Summit organizers for Kentucky,
in fall 2008. | hereby offer my assistance to retum the favors
extended to us in Japan, to next year's participants. (Ipponsugi
local session: Guest: Java Crema)
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We Became Friends
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This is my first trip to Japan. The main thing | gained on this trip was
seeing the friendliness, warmth, and sincerity of the Japanese people.
| appreciate the people’s respect for their history, tradition and
custom. For a few days, | became a member of the home-stay family.
They taught me their customs and interests, they helped me to
understand their culture, and most important, we became friends. This
program has given me a stronger liking for the Japanese and for Japan.
| am convinced that the governments of our countries (as well as
other countries in the world ) need to support and help finance the
Grassroots Summit and other good will programs to promote
better understanding between the citizens. | believe it is
programs such as these that will help contribute to world peace.
( Kanakura Local Session: Guest: Larry Marques)
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Together with My Granddaughter
RIREEM

The Noto Grassroots Summit was my fifth such event in Japan.
This year | took my oldest granddaughter for her first visit. Two
years ago | took my oldest grandson. Both were very impressed
by the friendliness of the people, the beauty of the landscape and
the extraordinary culture. | was more than pleased because both
my grandchildren became interested in leaming more about the
history and culture of Japan, to include even attempting to leam
the language. One final thought. We were all very impressed by
how the people of the Noto Peninsula came together to meet the
challenge of recovery following the March earthquake. (Wajima
local session: Guest: Car Gustav Finstrom)
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Tearful Goodbye
EDRN

Our experience in Japan will be forever treasured in our hearts.
We enjoyed the beauty of the countryside in Onomi and the rich
heritage of the Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples. We especially
enjoyed fishing, noodle catching luncheon, making bamboo cups,
zori weaving, and calligraphy. Every meal was a feast for the eyes as
well as the taste buds. We felt embraced by the entire community,
from youngest to oldest, as we laughed and leamed. It was so
difficult to say goodbye to the people of Onomi; a tearful farewell
for us. We would like to have our home made available for any
Japanese people or families who may wish to visit Colorado ---
either as part of future summit extended stay OR as a sightseeing
trip independently planned. We want to keep the goodwill going!
(Onomi Local Session: Guest: Mark & Julie Stamper)
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and more*** Access to www.manjiro.or.jp
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