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Martha Layne Collins
Former Governor of Kentucky,
Chairman of Kentucky

Summit Volunteer Committee
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This was a truly team effort. Every comment | have heard
completely reinforces our reputation of Kentucky
hospitality. | thank you for all you have done - your
commitment to our state and its future.
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Dale S. Kihiman

Vice Chairman of Kentucky
Summit Volunteer Committee
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This exchange has been wonderful. It is probably one of the
most positive events that | have had the pleasure to be a part
of in my 20 plus years of working with and getting to know
the people and culture of Japan.
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Secretary General

KiE. HEEHE, ZLTHLLMEA#EEZ S 17— 52 LEDOXRE
S5LEICOVTEHLDEREEEE LA, EOBRXHKIEHOHB
BERICBEVWTKRIITL

We heard wonderful stories of friendship and understanding
of new cultural knowledge being shared. Our program was a
success in every way.
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Taizo Watanabe
Chairman, CIE Japan
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The Japan-America Grassroots Summit is mainly run by CIE
and the Summit Volunteer Committee and is organized by
local volunteers. In the spirit of the 168 year friendship of John
Manijiro and Captain Whitfield, CIE aims to further promote the
friendship between Japan and America, and to contribute to
world peace through exchanges at grassroots level.
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Global Peace through Grassroots Exchange
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CIE Activities and Aims
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Through America-Japan Grassroots Summits, CIE provides
the citizens of both countries with an opportunity to meet
and exchange cultures, ideas and opinions, and further
mutual understanding between Japan and America. We
aim to contribute to the development of friendly relations
and mutual understanding between Japan and other
countries through grassroots exchange.

What is Japan - America Grassroots Summit?
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The Japan America Grassroots Summit is an annual
large-scale meeting of Japanese and American citizens, held
alternately in Japan and America. The summit aims to
strengthen the peaceful relationship by fostering grassroots
friendships. Including host participants, more than 28,000
people have participated in this grassroots exchange in the
past 18 summits since 1991. The Summit is managed jointly
by the CIE and the Summit Volunteer Committee.
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The Beginnings of America - Japan Grassroots Exchange

HDOHEMICE->TEITShEL, ZDHIC, HREBE
WO 14D D EFVELS, BBEALEL REBIE. T<ICE
HEABOETATEICRY., [Tar v lEWdzyy
F—LEH5VEL, BREBIE. BoE—HEICY Y
Fa—tyIMDTTTANLTAAZEYN, MRI1VT L
H- R yr71—IVNICHEEZLTESWENS, EEPFH
FXRMIBMAZTTES. BH. REEX&H. EROREM
Z, 7AJHOXAL - i{EFHZFVELT =,

LB, HAREGSHEGFHIT T, ESNNEHDIZEIETERICE
$BEFETLS LAUBREBIE. 7XAUHDIBHEEH
FHARICBALZVEVSYEWVEVDS, 10EEICRE,
ZOEEELS. NXU—REPRMUFEZEKR. HER
RIFRBEDAELE, OB, FRERE. BADEE
RUOZDHEDT7 AAFEMXALOBAICEEZLEZEER
1=UELT 170585 ks, Ta B REBER
1y 74— IVFRR DK IEIZ. ZDOFRORETHXH
PhTVWEYT, BER YN T1—ILNKRERESKIZ. CIE
DHYIYPAKET, EORTROIMREMEBRRDAESE
BAKITTVET,

In 1841 an American whaling boat rescued five
shipwrecked Japanese fishermen in the Pacific
Ocean. Among them was a fourteen year old boy
called Manjiro, whose intelligent good nature earned
him respect among the American crew. Given the
name John, he was taken back to Fairhaven
Massachusetts to receive an American education
under the care of the ship's captain William H.
Whitfield.

Japans isolationist policy meant that leaving the
country was an offence punishable by death, yet after
10 years , Manjiro was determined to return home to
pass on the knowledge and goodwill he had received
in America. Soon after his return, Commodore Perry
arrived calling for an end to isolationism, and Manjiro
played a crucial role in interpreting and negotiating
between Perry and the Shogunate. These events led
to the birth of modern Japan.

The friendship between John Manjiro and Captain
Whitfield has resulted in more than 160 years of
friendship between their descendents.
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John Manjiro Nakahama
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Mes. K. Nakahama (5th generation)
and Mr. S. Whitfield (6th generation)
descendents
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Contents of the Japan - America Grassroots Summit
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Opening Ceremony Past Summits
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i i . . The 1st Summit in Tokyo & Kyoto
The first opportunity for participants to meet, and learn about the host region.

1992 F2[E vHFa—tvyY.
E2HF. TAFILTRE
o —_ o 2 The 2nd Summitin Massachusetts,
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1995 F5H BRE -RRAR
Prior to arrival participants choose from a wide variety of locally-organized The 5th Summitin Kagoshima &Tokyo
events aimed at strengthening international ties. Also, local volunteers open
their homes to participants in order that they may experience Japanese and
American culture first-hand through a home stay.
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The 6th Summit in Colorado
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Closing Ceremony Tokyo
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e 8th Summitin Georgia
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Although the farewell party is a time for goodbyes, it often marks the beginning LU T

of real |.nternat|onr?1I. exchange, i.e. the on-going friendship between participants 2000 £10E YA KD
and their host families. The 10th Summit n llinois,

Indiana & Wisconsin
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Optional Program The 11th Summitin Hiroshima
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Optional programs take place in former summit locations and involve a home 2003 F13H TEXS

stay. These programs may appeal particularly to people who have participated in The 13th Summitin Chiba
a past summit and wish to meet their home stay families again. Also, these are
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some hotel stay programs which provide futher experience the different cultures. L g e e e

The 14th Summit in New England
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The 15th Summit in Tokai

2006 16[E OOSNKE

m The 16th Summitin Colorado
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The 17th Summit in Miyagi
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