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Miyagi Summit Report
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From July 28th to August 2nd, the 19th America Japan Grassroots
Summit in Miyagi was held in Miyagi, Japan. Despite the spread of
swine flu and the greatest global recession for 100 years limiting
international travel, about 100 participants traveled from America to
Japan. Some comments from the participants include, "the volunteer
committee was so considerate and we enjoyed a very high quality
programme" and "the summit was greater than we had ever imagined.”

OKXSSMEH Participants (guests to Miyagi)
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-100 people from USA (and other countries)
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-about 20 people from CIE (board members, corporate sponsors)
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-about 50 Japanese Summit past participants

OANRRISINZ Participants (including those from Miyagi prefecture)
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-Opening Ceremony: about 450 people
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- Closing Ceremony: about 330 people
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- Entire programme (incl. host families and local area volunteers): 1850 people
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Workshop of Suzume Dance
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Governing Structure of
Miyagi Summit Volunteer Committee
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Honorary Chair

Yoshihiro Murai (Governer of Miyagi, Chair of Miyagi International Association)
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Chair

Shogo Kamei (Chair of Tohoku Japan-America Society, Senior Advisor of Kamei Corporation)
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Vice Chair
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Inukai Akira (International Affairs Division Director, Miyagi Prefectural Government) / Masatoshi
Kurokawa (Senior Executiv Director, Miyagi International Association) ~~ Kyuichiro Sato
(President of ima Tourist A iation, Chair of Minami: iku International A iation)
7 Shinichi Fujisawa (President of Sendai Living Shinbunsha) ~ Kiyoshi Minak (Post
Governor of Rotaly International District 2520, Chair of Osaki-lwadeyama International
Association) “ Eiko Yokoyama (Producer, Color Analyst, Atelier Yokoyama)  Takeshi Watanabe
(Vice Chair, Tohoku Japan-America Society)
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Yoshimi Aizawa / Taeko Aizawa ,/ Isao Ajima /~ NahomiAso / Koju Itagaki ./ Jin Ito ,/
Miyoko Urasawa / Ryutaro Oikawa / Hiroaki Ono / Yoshiaki Omokawa / Yasumi
Kawashima / Tomoko Kawamura .,/ Emiko Kuga ,/ Hiroshi Itabashi /* Seiko Sasaki / Junko
Sasaki / Rumi Sasaki / Hiroshi Sato ,/ Akihiko Sugawara ,/ Heiichi Suzuki / Eifu Chiba ,/
Noriko Chiba ./ Yoko Chiba / Hiroyuki Toyohara ,/ Mitsuo Hattori / Mikiko Hayakawa ,/
Daniel Ross / Takahiro Mayama / Ikuko Miyahara / Minoru Yanbe .,/ Yumi Yoshikawa
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Katsuhiko Umehara ,/ Koetsu Sasaki / Keiichi Makuta / Chugo Marumori / Tadamasa
Amano / Haruo Kimura / Rei Fujii / Shunichi Takahashi
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Hideki Taira /* Yuzo Kanenari
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Secretary General
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Masae Omura
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Taiko Takahashi / Takahiro Oizumi / Tomohiro Ito .,/ Chizuko Shiina / Shoko Chigira
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Despite arriving in Matsushima rather late the previous night, our American
participants were able to enjoy local tours in Matsushima on the morning and

afternoon of July 29th, showing no signs of jet lag!
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Matsushima history tour
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The Opening Event was held from 4 pm on July 29.

Following the welcome speeches, a Commemorative Lecture
entitled “Nakahama Family and Whitfield Family — Untold Story of
168 years-friendship” was given and participants learned the
history of the relationship between the two families. Participants
were also privileged to enjoy to a speech by Dr. Matthew Perry, a
descendant of Commodore Perry, and a video message from Dr.
Shigeaki Hinohara.

During the Welcome Reception, the participants enjoyed Yatsushika
Odori ( ‘Eight Deer Dance’, a traditional dance of Miyagi), American
and Japanese songs by Lilies Choir and delicious food.The evening
was a great success and was enjoyed by all.
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Liles Chor
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Yatsushika Dance
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Key Persons

1L ASEESR NHRENE
Yoshihiro Murai,
Governor of Miyagi prefecture

2.OFIUK - FANKE K ERRERR E R A
Ronald J. Post, Deputy Chief of Mission,
Embassy of the United States in Japan

3EEFECIEEER
Taizo Watanabe, Chairman of CIE
4NRY—RBEOFHY 21— NI-K
Matthew Perry,
Descendant of Commodore Perry
5. 2BEAR
Hatsuhisa Takashima, President & CEO,
Japan international Broadcasting Inc.
6. BHBEASETEAR
Shogo Kamei, Chair of
“  the Miyagi Summit Volunteer committee
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FBC STORM, a hiphop dance team
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Exchange of globe between the two families
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Early Morning Fish Market Tour
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On July 30th, despite the early 5am start, 65 people participated in
the “Early Morning Fish MarketTour” in Shiogama. After being
welcomed by the Shiogama Mayor, Mr. Akira Sato, participants
were able to watch a professional chef preparing freshly caught
tuna for them to enjoy as sashimi (raw fish) until they were full!

Gymnastic Exercises
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August 3rd, the last day of the Summit, started with the famous
early morning gymnastic exercises that are broadcast on national
radio throughout Japan and is said to be one of the keys of the
longevity of Japanese people.
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Summery of local sessions by Prof. Miyahara of Miyagi University
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1.iBREZWETR
Katsuhiko Umehara, Mayor of Sendai City
2.)Fv—R - R CIE-USHEER
Richard Wood, President of CIE-US
3HEO-FEZA
Megumi Lorna Inouye, Executive director
of the next summit

After the local session in each area, the participants gathered in
Sendai Royal Park Hotel with their host families to attend the
Closing Event. At 3 pm, the 1st part of the event, the Closing
Ceremony, started.

The 2nd part of the event, the Closing Reception, began with a
speech by Mr. Kyuichiro Sato, Vice Chair of the Miyagi Summit
Volunteer Committee, followed by a song by Akira. A toast was then
raised to Ms. Nahomi Aso, one of the key persons of the local
session areas and Ms. Taeko Floyd also introduced Summit
participants.

At the end of the party, FBC STORM, a hip hop dance team, gave a
lively performance and Ms. Megumi Lorna Inouye, Executive
Director of the next summit in 2010 in San Francisco & Bay Area,
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wrapped up the event with the farewell message of “ See you in FEKIRASA
San Francisco next year!” Surprise birthday celebration AKIRA
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